
 1 

Matthew 13:51–52  “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 
52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 
of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and 
what is old.”  

Your Kingdom Come – New and Old, Matthew 13:51-52 

As central as the Kingdom was to Jesus’s ministry, it is quite strange how many of us 
can describe the gospel of Jesus without once mentioning his most central theme. 
Because of a lack of understanding of the Kingdom we don’t understand what our 
purpose is as a church. When we don’t see what we’re looking forward too, what we’re 
seeking first, then we can’t see how we ought to arrive there. The Kingdom is deeply 
mysterious, it is both a present reality and a future expectation, and as we will see it 
can be compared to a lot of different things. As we explore Jesus’s teachings on the 
Kingdom, we will see this incredible purpose of Jesus working through his church to 
see his Kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven. 

After the sharing of these seven parables, Jesus turns back to his inner circle directly 
to ask if they have understood his teaching. He has laid out a breadth of principles in 
his parables all describing the nature of his Kingdom. With this interaction with his 
disciples he sneaks in one more parable, and answers the question of how they move 
forward with their new understanding. This final parable then, is not as much a 
description of the nature of the Kingdom, as it is an instruction of how we should live if 
we understand it.  

1. Have You Understood? 
Matthew 13:51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to 
him, “Yes.”   

 
After Jesus’s first parable, the parable of the sower, the disciples ask him for an 
explanation of why he speaks in parables. Jesus answers by explaining the 
purpose of parables, and showing that the parable of the sower itself is an 
answer to why he speaks in parables. Parable’s have this quality of revealing to 
those who are able to see and understand and at the same time concealing 
from those who don’t. It is in the parable of the sower, in which we see the 
seed of the word spoken by Jesus falls on 4 types of soil, three of which 
ultimately cause the death of the seed, but the fourth of which causes the 
seeds flourishing and even multiplying. The difference between the three 
types of soil, or three ways rejecting the Kingdom, and the fourth way of 
receiving the good news of the kingdom, is a matter of understanding. 
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Matthew 13:19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been 
sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. 

 
Matthew 13:23  As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty. 

 
The question of the disciples understanding of what has been taught, is a 
watershed question. If you hear the word of the kingdom and understand it, it 
will bear fruit and multiply, however if you hear the word of the kingdom and 
do not understand, you will have no part in it. Being good soil or bad, is simply 
a matter of understanding, growing multiplying, even recognizing the true 
value of the kingdom is a matter of understanding. The priority of 
understanding is critical for the entire Christian project.  
 
It is easy to see Christianity as primarily something to be lived, and the 
understanding of it as negligible. This in fact, often poses as the most 
enlightened approach to religion generally. It is not what you believe that 
matters but rather what you do that matters. Thus religion may be a 
component of the good life, but not a foundation for the good life. In fact it is 
commonly assumed that when we overemphasize the dogma, or the truths that 
we ought to understand, we neglect those similarities between us that hold us 
together. I received a great email several weeks ago from someone who had 
basically come to see the breakdown of this way of thinking. She writes, 
 

I read the book of Job recently and the biggest thing I took away from it 
was that your theology absolutely affects the way you treat your 
friends/family. Especially when they are in hard times. It was really 
convicting because I've been avoiding defining my own theology for 
years. Because of past experiences I associate people who have a very 
defined theology with being argumentative and slightly mean - which I 
think is partly why I've been avoiding this. 

 
It is not that we all have a clear understanding of what the good life is, and 
simply need to go do it, but rather that what we think is good comes out in the 
way that we treat others and the ends that we are seeking as good for others. 
In her article, “What good is religion?”, Manini Sheker, argues that the 
assumption that we understand what the highest good is for individuals has 
often hindered work in international development, because our assumed 
agreement has really been a worldview of pragmatic materialism, and 
therefore our understanding of development has meant simply increasing 
GDP. Sheker writes, 
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The questions of ‘what is a good life’ and ‘how ought one to live’ must be 
perennial concerns of any endeavour aimed at human fulfilment, and 
must be central to both theory and policy of development. While the 
answers to these questions might stymie an unequivocal response, they 
are always worth asking if development is to enable human flourishing. 

 
While it might push further away a simple answer, and might in fact cause more 
immediate conflict, both internally and between you and others, we can’t 
simply press forward doing what is “good” without understanding first of all 
what the good life is. If you understand goodness as that which is in line with 
the kingdom, then that will inform how and why you love others. Drawing them 
towards not just economic fulfilment, but towards treasuring the value of the 
good news of the Kingdom of God above all else. It means bringing someone 
into a clear set of beliefs, and value structures that the word of God guides and 
shapes all things. It means that we could increase the GDP of every poor 
nation, and still see billions of souls lost in sin, holding on to the world to avoid 
the only truly good life, the one given up for the sake of the Kingdom.  

 
That is why Jesus concludes his parable discourse by bringing his disciples 
again face to face with this question of understanding. He does not first ask 
them to go do something, but rather first asks them to understand the good 
news of the Kingdom. The disciples say a simple “yes,” that they do 
understand, and drawing on this yes, Jesus is then able to move into his final 
parable, which describes how they ought to live as those who understand. 
Jesus then lays out that continued understanding of the kingdom involves 
training, treasuring, and sharing.  

2. Have You Trained? 
Matthew 13:52  And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 

The first clause in Jesus’s response to the disciples understanding the kingdom 
parables is to basically describe their identity as “scribes who have been 
trained for the kingdom of heaven.” Jesus chose his terminology carefully, so 
first of all what is a scribe, why does Jesus call them that. Scribes were formally 
educated teachers of Jewish law, they would have been in fact professional 
teachers. This is not a position of a hobbyist, but is a formally trained 
professional teacher. Yet, Jesus is using this designation to refer to his 
disciples, who had no formal training or teaching. Therefore he does not mean 
that they are scribes in the technical sense, but fill that roll in the kingdom. 
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Just as a scribe would be trained in Jewish law, in their understanding they are 
scribes who have been trained in the kingdom of heaven. The next word then 
to put pressure on is this idea of training. It is necessary for a scribe to have 
been trained, and therefore it is necessary for scribes in the kingdom to have 
been trained as well.  
 
It is Jesus’s teaching that has trained them. This word trained has the same root 
as disciple, therefore another way of considering this phrase is those who have 
been made disciples in the kingdom of heaven, are like professionally trained 
teachers. Jesus is saying this to some fisherman with no education. This should 
blow apart our expectations on both ends, in precisely the way an 
understanding of the kingdom typically does. On the one hand, how could he 
compare these obviously untrained people to the highest trained teachers? 
Has he made the bar for a scribe so low? And on the other hand this implies 
that understanding the kingdom, is not a slack job but is akin to training to be a 
scribe. It is open to anyone, and calls all who enter to the highest level. 
 
So in your understanding of the kingdom, have you trained to be a scribe? 
That is do you know what your understanding is of the good news of the 
kingdom? Could you explain the logic of the kingdom, the words of the Bible, 
how they relate to where you are in life? Have you invested such that you might 
be made a disciple?  
 
I talk with so many people who are feeling stagnant in their faith, as though 
faith is something that is just supposed to happen to you, rather than 
something you train for. So then, have you trained, as though you were 
becoming a scribe? If you’re thinking, well I don’t need to, I’m not a 
professional minister, well Jesus obviously makes no such distinction. So how 
did they train? It is simple, they listened to Jesus’s teaching, they asked 
questions, and Jesus answered.  
 
Read your Bible, ask questions, wrestle for answers. Then you will discover 
treasure. 

3. Have You Treasured? 
 

Matthew 13:52  And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.”  
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Jesus after declaring their identity as scribes of the kingdom, he then moves 
into a parable to describe what they will be like as scribes of the kingdom. The 
will be like masters of a house who bring out their treasure. Once again we see 
this idea of treasure spring up in relation to a true understanding of the 
kingdom of God. We saw this before earlier in Jesus’s parable describing the 
kingdom of heaven as treasure in a field, that a man discovered and in his joy 
went and sold all that he had to buy the field. It is a clear understanding of the 
kingdom’s value, something that you can’t simply provide an intellectual 
ascent, but that you feel compelled to possess. Earlier in Matthew Jesus says, 
 

Matthew 6:19–21 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up 
for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 
is, there your heart will be also.  

 
In the word treasure, we see not just something we can understand but 
something that once understood we desire to possess and hold onto. Jesus in 
this passage says basically, be careful that you treasure that which is truly 
valuable because in treasuring something you are risking your heart. Don’t 
merely ask questions, don’t just play philosophy with the Bible, but seek to 
treasure it with your heart. This is where your understanding of scripture moves 
into your life and upsets your desires. Like saving for a big purchase, and all of 
a sudden every minor expense is taking away from this desire of greater value, 
a true understanding of the kingdom re-values everything else in your life.  
 
We don’t just learn it, but if we have truly understood the kingdom, we will 
then treasure it. It will reshape our hearts and desires and therefore our 
actions.   

4. Have You Shared? 
Matthew 13:52  And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has 
been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who 
brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 
Finally, if you understood, and trained as a scribe so that the kingdom has 
become your treasure, then you will be like a master of a house who brings out 
of his treasure what is old and new. You will be able to share your treasure, put 
it on display, make it known. John Calvin in his commentary on this passage 
says this, 
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He says that teachers are like householders, who are not only careful 
about their own food, but have a store laid up for the nourishment of 
others; and who do not live at ease as to the passing day, but make 
provision for a future and distant period. The meaning, therefore, is, that 
the teachers of the Church ought to be prepared by long study for 
giving to the people, as out of a storehouse, a variety of instruction 
concerning the word of God, as the necessity of the case may require. 

 
We must therefore be able to understand, train in, treasure, and apply in a 
myriad of circumstances the word of the kingdom. What we have here is a 
description of how we should live in our understanding of the kingdom, and it 
requires our sharing of our treasure. It requires being able to bring it out and 
apply it. To tie this back into an example that we visited in our discussion 
around understanding, consider what this would mean for international 
development. The concept of international development, that is raising other 
nations out of poverty pretty much started at the end of WWII with Harry 
Truman, at that time he said this, 
 

‘For the first time in history humanity possesses the knowledge and skill 
to relieve the suffering of these people … I believe that we should make 
available to peace-loving peoples the benefits of our store of technical 
knowledge in order to help them realize their aspirations for a better 
life.’1 

 
If we understand the kingdom, and likewise have applied ourselves like 
scribes, and trained in the knowledge of scripture and written the value of the 
gospel deeply onto our hearts so that it becomes our treasure, and wish to 
bring this treasure out into the world, we would be able to see that in Truman’s 
claim there is a lot that is good and a lot that is missing. Human advancement 
is not merely a matter of technical knowledge and skill, but of reaching 
towards a grander ends than he had likely imagined, the kingdom of heaven. 
This is complicated, it requires, true understandings of human flourishing, and 
likewise true understandings of human nature, and likewise true 
understandings of what allows people to change, and likewise a hope that we 
possibly could, and likewise those who can teach it.  
 
Jesus uses this odd term, that those trained in the kingdom will be able to 
bring out of their treasure what is old and what is new. There is a lot of debate 
as to what this ambiguous phrase means, but Matthew earlier in the passage 
quoted Psalm 78:2. When he said,  
 

                                                
1 https://aeon.co/essays/is-there-a-role-for-religion-in-international-development  
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Matthew 13:34–35 All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; 
indeed, he said nothing to them without a parable. 35 This was to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables; I 
will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world.” 

 
In Jesus’s teaching of the kingdom, he is bringing to bear the fulfillment of all 
that had been said throughout the scriptural narrative. That the world will not 
be thrown out, but redeemed, by the brining in of the true kingdom of Christ 
our King, who was exalted because he was humiliated for our sake. We are 
called to be trained to understand the kingdom deep in our hearts to bring out 
a treasure that the world so desperately needs.  
 
   
 
 
 

 
  
 
  


