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1 John 2:28–3:10 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we 
may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming. 29 If you know 
that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has 
been born of him.  

3 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.  

4 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is 
no sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has 
either seen him or known him. 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of 
sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason 
the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God 
makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on 
sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are the children 
of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness 
is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.   

Confidence – 07 Children of God 

Our faith, is something we’d like to control, to understand, to guide towards the parts 
of our lives we call spiritual, but if it starts to get into everything it seems like it would 
cause a mess. In today’s text John has an outburst and we see that the truth of what he 
sees in his faith can no longer be contained, but it must overflow it’s banks and 
permeate all of life. So long as our faith is a quiet contained gently flowing river, we’ll 
have missed the deep rest of the soul that has changed us at our core, and allows us 
to look forward to the day that we will see God confidently, not shamefully. 

1. Confidence or Shame 
1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he 
appears we may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at 
his coming.  

 
In the section we covered last week, John provides a warning against those in 
their midst who began spreading a false gospel. The warning, as with the rest 
of the letter, contains this positive purpose, which is to maintain the confidence 
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of those who are truly Christians. He ended with this appeal to abide in the 
spirit that we have received from Christ. The Spirit that God gives us as 
Christians provides us the ability to discern truth from lies, and calls to mind 
the true teachings of Christ.  
 
What is John asking us to do when he asks us to abide in him? This is a 
beautiful metaphor and comment on the Christian life that the term abide 
provides a doorway to understand. If you abide in a home, you rest there, you 
are supported by your home, you gain a sense of comfort and place and 
permanence by having a home. John is calling us to make Christ our home, to 
embrace Christ as the baseline, life sustaining, principle of our lives. 
 
Christ is our ever present home. He is the fundamental assumption in our 
arguments, he is a true friend in our loneliness, he is the provision in our lack, 
the comfort in our worry, the forgiveness in our guilt, the counselor in our 
confusion. In all areas of our life we will either abide in the reality of who he is 
and the hope he has offered, or we will abide in our own wisdom and the fickle 
interpretations of our fleeting circumstances. 
 
John calls us to abide, so that we can experience a confidence before God 
now and an assurance of confidence before God at his future coming. How 
different would your life be, if you had such a poise of the soul, that you could 
stand before God, perfectly as yourself. Who couldn’t you then stand before? 
That type of person, could serve anyone and lose no value themselves. Live a 
life of constant confession and never experience condemnation. Imagine that 
type of freedom. It seems so elusive to us because we live a faith of mere 
assent, and we don’t abide. So we don’t have confidence before God at his 
coming. Consider mere assent as compared to abiding. 
 
Imagine the difference between being thrown on stage, with only sheet music 
to guide you, having never heard the song before. Sure you can provide assent 
to the directions of the music. But the genius musician is the one in whom the 
music dwells, and out of his heart he is able to pour out the deep notes of 
longing and the heights of exultation. Sure, the assent to the structure of the 
song is necessary, but the musician who inhabits the music stands in a self-
forgetful confidence before the audience abiding in the beautiful work she is 
producing, that is the one who abides. That is why John moves right into a 
discussion of righteousness, because our abiding becomes evident in our 
living.  
 

1 John 2:29  If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that 
everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. 
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This is the picture of a Christians righteous living. It is not mere adherence to 
rules, but it is a life marked by transcendent moral genius. The advice from a 
true Christian friend invites you to resonate with something so deep within 
themselves and so fundamental to the universe that it can’t be argued against. 
Like a beautiful song, it is self-evident in the listening, and self-evident in the 
living. Just as John describes it here, it is not a righteousness tacked on from 
the outside, it is not stumbling through new sheet music, it is evidence of a new 
birth, someone who has first of all be born of God, and the proof of it is in the 
living. 
 
Don’t mistake the gospel for a way of life that can be adhered to. It is more 
basic than that. It is a new birth that God in his love has worked into us, by 
giving his son to stand in the place of our sin, and thus cleansing us from all 
unrighteousness and giving us new hearts like his. When we behold this love 
we are born again, we embody the music, the truth of God is in us.   

2. Behold 
1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are 
God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we 
know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see 
him as he is. 
 

When John continues to elaborate on our righteous living being evidence of 
being born of God, it is as though he hits a trip wire in his mind and this mere 
principle overflows its banks and John stops merely describing what it is to 
abide in Christ, and begins to demonstrate what he means. He begins to 
inhabit the music he is reading and he sees that the truths he is espousing are 
utterly enthralling and terrifically overwhelming. This is what John shows us, 
you cannot abide in Christ without encountering the sublime. I love the NASB 
translation of this verse. 
 

1 John 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we 
would be called children of God; and such we are. 

 
That word “see”, is a call to behold, as though it were presently in front of you. 
Behold how great a love the father has bestowed on us. It is a call to ponder 
the love of God. How Great is a translation of an idiomatic phrase that means 
more literally, “What country has this love come from?” Where could such an 
incredible otherworldly love have originated, who has ever seen such a thing 
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as the love which God has lavished upon us? Do you see it there in its nuance 
and strength? It is the love of God, by which he calls us his children, and not 
just calls us his children but makes us his children. That of course must be true 
because when god calls something it is no different than him creating 
something. This same phrase is used by the disciples when Jesus calms the 
storm using only his voice.  
 

Matthew 8:27  And the men marveled, saying, “What sort of man is this, 
that even winds and sea obey him?”  

 
It accompanies something to be marveled at as you are overwhelmed by it. 
What sort of man is this that calms a storm, what sort of love is this that God 
calls us, his enemies, his children? It draws you towards it as it conquers you. 
That is what I mean in saying that to encounter Christ is to encounter the 
sublime. The sublime is a concept first explored in the first century BC by a 
philosopher named Longinus, for this information I’m borrowing from a paper 
written by a Christopher Bader of St. Louis University School of Law entitled 
“The Feeling of Infinity”. He describes Longinus’s initial foray into the sublime 
stating: 
 

Longinus seems to continually return to the two foundational sources of 
the sublime: “high thinking” and “strong passion.” These traits are 
explained as a matter of character and the individual mind. They are 
qualities of great persons and cannot be achieved through ordinary 
means. One must be born with them.1 

 
I love this definition. Longinus combines the rational and the mystical. It is both 
high thinking and strong passion that comes together. This is the river of 
reason that overflows its banks into all the rest of your life. It is the initial assent 
that Jesus came back from the dead that then flows into all your ways of living 
and thinking and hoping. It seems to inhere in the individual so deeply that it 
can only be credited to birth. The righteous living that serves as evidence that 
someone has been born of God. That is why Longinus was forced to conclude 
that there must be something about the person that allows for this experience 
to happen, and therefore concludes that certain people are simply born with it. 
Christ, however, causes us to be born again. 

 
The concept of the sublime is later more closely defined by 17th century literary 
critic John Dennis: 

                                                
1 Bader, Christopher Kennedy, The Feeling of Infinity: Late Beethoven and the Aesthetics of the Sublime 
and the Beautiful (May 10, 2010). (P. 3) Available at 
SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2039142 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2039142 
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The sublime, he claims, stems from “power and elevation in both its 
subject matter and its effects,” from which he concludes that the greatest 
sublimity is found in Christian poetry, where the subject matter is of the 
highest order, and the reader experiences admiration, astonishment, 
and a oneness with God.2 

 
This is what I want us to see, that John demonstrates an admiration, 
astonishment, and oneness with God. Let’s follow John as he overflows his 
banks and beholds God in the present, we are being taught to abide. 

 
1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason why the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him.  

 
First admiration, look at the depth of love God shows to us that he makes us his 
children. See it in front of you, make connections with this fact as John does. 
He immediately makes sense of the world he is in, as to why the standard 
patterns and rhythms of the world seem to reject righteousness, and of course 
it is because they did not know Christ. Our family resemblance makes us 
unrecognizable. Admire this love that adopts us, and makes us children, born 
again into the highest of royal families. Enemies made children.  
 
Second Astonishment,  

 
1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; 
 

This concept that John proposes and admires, he then brings into the 
immediate presence and you can sense his astonishment. He calls us beloved, 
recognizing Christians as the core of their identity being that they are loved by 
God. He sees it right before him saying we are God’s children now. It is an 
astonishing concept. Imagine discovering that God has adopted you into his 
family. You’re inheritance would be the world. Your access would be like 
calling your father. Your family likeness would be a righteousness that shined 
like the sun.  
 
It is astonishingly true now, and yet, John recognizes that what we will be, isn’t 
yet how we appear. That glory of a child of God, isn’t what you look like now. 
Creature from the dirt. Plagued by sin. Selfish, rebellious, anything but 
astonishing. John says it, what we will be hasn’t yet appeared. This leads us to 

                                                
2 Bader, 4 
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the final aspect we said we would explore. The promise of the sublime in 
Christianity, oneness with God. 
 

1 John 3:2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has 
not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like 
him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 
in him purifies himself as he is pure. 

 
When God finally appears, he will make us like him. We will see him utterly as 
he is and in seeing we will be transformed. If we abide in him, when he 
appears we will not shrink in shame, his brilliance will not destroy us, but will 
transform us into a like brilliance. We will be resurrected and given the 
capacity to experience the great thought and great passion, a oneness of 
community and joy with God our father. It is true now if you abide in Christ, 
and how much more true will it be in the future, when the hope becomes the 
real. That is why we seek purity now, because we have such an incredible hope 
of being made pure in the future. Such a purity grounded in the gospel of 
Christ, that we might commune with God as his sons and daughters. Have you 
stepped back and experienced the sublime as you abide in hope. 
 
 I have a new podcast obsession, it’s called “Conversations with Tyler.” Tyler 
Cowen is an economist who interviews all sorts of interesting people and asks 
them strange questions. He recently interviewed Elisa New, she is professor of 
poetry at Harvard. He’ll ask whether or not the Matrix is underrated or 
overrated, and then he’ll ask why anyone would want to be a puritan, he’s 
great. Elisa New’s answer was wonderful. 
 

If you want to live a kind of high octane life of extremes, you want to feel 
the exaltation of a day like this in New England where the green of the 
grass and the blue of the sky announce to you that God’s creation is the 
most eloquent of all creation. If that’s what you’re after that kind of 
intensity, New England Puritanism is a really good religion for you.  

 
Those who have read our poetry know, there is no Christianity without the 
sublime. If you abide in Christ, you can be confident before God at his coming. 
This is an overwhelming joy. If you behold it you will be changed. 
 

 
  
 
  
  


