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1 John 2:18–27  Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is 
coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 
19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would 
have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain that they all are 
not of us. 20 But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 
21 I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and 
because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who 
denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 Let 
what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning 
abides in you, then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the 
promise that he made to us—eternal life.  

26 I write these things to you about those who are trying to deceive you. 27 But the 
anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that anyone 
should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is 
no lie—just as it has taught you, abide in him.  

Confidence – 06 Resilient Faith 

4th of July, therefore time with family, therefore talking about the Trump 
administration. And in each conversation we kept circling back around to how difficult 
it is to feel like you have a reasonable pulse on the situation. Those institutions which 
we depend upon to let us in to that world, seem more and more disparate and we’re 
all walking around like a man with two watches.1 It can be just as complicated with 
Christianity. Imagine having no exposure to Christianity, and thinking that you would 
like to get an accurate picture of what being a Christian means.  

Think how difficult it would be to get that information and likewise to know whether or 
not it is accurate. Do you just pick a denomination? Then pick a church? Or do you go 
non-denominational and just trust the guy up front? In conversations it seems to be 
issue by issue, Gay Marriage, Gay Marriage Cake Making, Women’s rights, but walking 
through these doors you’re going to end up in all sorts of different rooms, all saying 
they’re Christians, all saying they have the real thing. If you have two people saying 
contradictory things, one or both of them is lying. How do we know we’re getting the 
real thing? When every voice weighs the same it is impossible to tell. 

This confusing landscape is not new, it is a literal sign of the times. John in this section 
guides a church whose faith had been shaken. John is writing to a group of Christians 
who have recently witnessed a small exodus from their ranks. They have seen 
influential people leave the faith and this has caused their faith to be shaken. Likewise 
                                                
1 A man with one watch always knows what time it is. A man with two watches is never quite sure.  
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in their leaving they have proclaimed a false doctrine and a false gospel. The church is 
trying to uncover what is real, and John provides them the means of doing so. In this 
way they will be able to discern what is the truth and what is a lie, to see if they are 
being deceived or deceiving themselves. Here is our hope, not that we would 
discover a great new teacher, or teaching, but that we would discover the real thing, 
the actual fundamentals of existence that when we base our life on them we won’t be 
put to shame.   

1. Anticipate Division 
1 John 2:18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that 
antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we 
know that it is the last hour. 

 
In John’s gospel, he records a conversation in which Jesus says that the way to 
see the kingdom of God is to be born again. It is beautiful magnificent 
metaphor that has become so familiar it’s been reduced to just a noun. Like a 
coin that’s lost its embossment, we pass it around already knowing what it 
means. But the metaphor is so wonderful and here we have an opportunity to 
see it in practice.  
 
When you are born, you’re thrown into the world at a time and place not of 
your choosing and your existence hinges upon discovering your context. Many 
of you have had newborns recently and you see how long they blink into the 
world, how long it takes their eyes to adjust before it seems as though they are 
seeing the same things we are. So for our children we care for them and 
educate them and share  that they might have just got here but this world full 
of humans has been happening for a long time and they have arrived in the 
middle of it.  
 
As new Christians we do the same thing, we blink around the world looking to 
discover where we are, when it is, what is the bigger story that we have just 
been thrown into. Without this context we can’t read the signs of where we are 
correctly but with them, we understand the world and live wisely. John in this 
verse lets us know when exactly we are, he provides a category that ties the 
world together. It is a short argument, he says it is the last hour, and you’ve 
heard the antichrist is coming in the last hour. You’ve seen many antichrists 
come. Therefore it’s the last hour. We must know that we are in the last hour 
among antichrists if we don’t anticipate that we’ll live wrongly in the world. 
 
So what is the last hour, and what is the antichrist. As we’ve seen earlier John 
understands history to be moving in stages and Christ has ushered in the final 



 3 

redemptive stage of world history. The total infection and corruption of sin is 
being undone in Christ, and we are therefore in the last hour. We have real 
time markers that let us know we are here, one of them is that the gospel will 
move forth with power, and another is that those who oppose the message of 
the gospel will rise up. This will be a marker that we are in the last hour, that 
the gospel will be opposed. Paul writes this same thing to Timothy: 
 

1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will 
depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons, 

 
It has been testified by the Spirit that in these later times, we will see people 
depart from the faith. You see Paul is stating here, almost exactly what John is 
stating. The Spirit has said that in the last days we’ll see people devote 
themselves to deception, and since we have seen people devote themselves 
to deception, we know we are in the last hour. For a church that has recently 
seen many people leave their ranks to follow a false gospel, the reminder that 
they are witnessing a sign of the stage of history we are in, would be like a 
salve to a wound. The fears and doubts and pains, though still deep and real, 
are quelled by understanding the larger context we are in. That those from 
within are ranks now stand in opposition to the gospel, is to be expected. 
Antichrists among us is should not cause our faith to waver. It is a promised 
sign of the times.  
 
So what are antichrists, quite frankly that sounds horrifying. The antichrist is a 
figure that has taken on a pop cultural life of its own, a life quite different from 
the way John, the only writer to use the term, uses the term. It likely conjures 
images of a charismatic and deceptive leader at the end of time, however John 
shows the antichrist as plural not singular,  a spirit not a person, and as already 
present not at the end of the age. In John’s second letter, he provides a clear 
definition of the antichrist as he uses the term.  
 

2 John 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who 
do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the 
deceiver and the antichrist. 

 
The antichrists are those who deny the truth of the gospel, that Jesus has come 
in the flesh. This is not all they are but we see that the antichrists are those who 
propagate a false doctrine, a rejection of scripture, and a fundamental 
misrepresentation and denial of who Christ is. Live wisely. You are in a time 
when you will be surrounded by those who oppose Christ, don’t be surprised 
or let your faith waver this is to be expected. John shows us how to spot the lie. 
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2. Spot the Lie 
1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they 
had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, 
that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 
 

The division that was shaking the faith of the Church John writes to, actually 
becomes a means that John uses to provide assurance. The antichrists, or false 
teachers, had obviously self-selected to leave the body of believers that they 
had been a part of. While this departure was of their own volition John points 
out that it was to serve a divine purpose. It was to make it plain that they were 
not truly members of the body.  
 
We have seen repeatedly throughout this letter, that John’s intentions in 
writing it are to provide a confidence in the faith and to inspire deep fellowship 
amongst Christians. We have seen that our own confidence in the faith and our 
fellowship with each other are deeply connected realities. It is in the exodus of 
those who were preaching a false gospel that God had purposed that their 
division would not be a confusing thing, but would actually make itself plain. 
This is the first way that we spot the lie, those who espouse a lie remove 
themselves from the body. 
 
There are two key principles that we can derive from this experience. First that 
Christianity can’t be done alone. It always takes place in a local body of 
believers, that you know you are a part of. If you don’t know you’re a part of it 
you can’t know if you’ve left or if others have left. This is why Church happens 
at the local level, not just the universal level. We refine and assure each other, 
because it is easy to have crazy ideas alone in your own room, it is when we 
bring them out into the world with each other that they get tested and defined, 
affirmed or denied. 
 
Secondly, John is demonstrated a key aspect of our own assurance of 
salvation. That is in the doctrine of perseverance. Christianity is a race to be 
finished and if you have truly started it you will certainly finish it. Look at John’s 
language in this verse. They went out from us but they were not of us. You see 
they were never really a part of the body that is why they were able to leave. 
John Stott writes: 
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‘He who stands firm to the end will be saved’ (Mark 13:13), not because 
salvation is the reward of endurance, but because endurance is the 
hallmark of the saved.2  

 
Our faith is like a promise. The truth or falsehood of a promise is not 
determined when the promise is made, it is determined when the promise is 
lived out. Promises unlike anything else provide us the opportunity to reach 
back through time and change the past. A faith that was proclaimed and then 
departed from, reaches back into the past and transforms that promise into a 
lie. You don’t truly depart from the faith, you simply expose that you never had 
it. The present action reveals the past to be the lie that it is. A true faith 
perseveres to the end, a hallmark of the saved. 
 
The second way we can spot the lie is in the false doctrine itself. 
 

1 John 2:22-23 Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the 
Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No 
one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has 
the Father also. 

 
In this letter John is dealing with a particular heresy that denied Jesus was the 
Christ, the son of God. There are books to be said about the connection of 
those phrases, but the heart of the matter is the danger in losing the reality of 
Jesus’s humanity and his divinity. In being both fully God and fully man Jesus 
bore our sin in his humanity and conquered death in his divinity. You lose one, 
you lose the gospel. The particular denial which John recounts later in chapter 
4 is that they denied that Jesus came in the flesh. 
 
This is a common gnostic heresy that if you have further questions about I’d 
love to talk about… Basically it is the denial of Jesus’s physicality. Here is why 
that matters today. It is easy to think that Jesus being a person doesn’t really 
matter because what really matters about Jesus is his message and the moral 
standard that he calls us to. But right there we have lost the gospel. The gospel 
that changes our lives that calls us to our faith is not a great moral teaching, but 
it is the news that Jesus has given his life to save us. That Jesus was treated like 
our sin so that we could be treated like his righteousness. That had to happen 
to a person to set people like us free. Without it, we don’t have good news 
anymore we just have moral advice. We already had that and it couldn’t save 
us. This leads us to John’s call to not just spot the lie, but to abide in the truth. 
 

                                                
2 Stott, J. R. W. (1988). The Letters of John: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 19, p. 109). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
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3. Abide in the Truth 
1 John 2:24-25 Let what you heard from the beginning abide in you. If 
what you heard from the beginning abides in you, then you too will 
abide in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he 
made to us—eternal life. 
 

John provides us this incredible promise, that if we allow what we heard from 
the beginning to abide in us, then we will abide in the son and the father. That 
message, the earliest one that tamed your wicked heart and showed you a 
hope that you never thought capable of having. That message that God’s love 
towards you was so deep that he would give his only son, a real person and 
really God, to die on a cross to pay the penalty of your sin that you might be 
restored. If you refuse to stop living in that, you will dwell in God. You will have 
eternal life. That is the promise that is made to you. Don’t let go of your first 
love.  
 
So how do you know you know the right thing? How do you know that is 
believing the true gospel and you’re not being deceived. John continues on: 
 

1 John 2:27 But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, 
and you have no need that anyone should teach you. But as his 
anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie—just as 
it has taught you, abide in him. 

 
When you believe the gospel, you receive the Holy Spirit. The same spirit that 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead dwells inside you. And it teaches you, normal 
every day, not theological, or theological nerd, tiny little you. You can know, 
because God can put the truth inside of you by the gospel. The Holy Spirit 
gives us new eyes, so that Christians can be equipped to know the word of 
God, and when we do we bond together. And people will depart and 
gerrymander the gospel into all sorts of shapes to make things that shouldn’t  
fit, and to squeeze out things that should be in, and the Holy Spirit that lives in 
us will guide us, by illuminating the scriptures and calling to mind the very 
words of Christ.  
 
If you want a resilient faith, expect division, learn to spot it, and dive into the 
word. God’s spirit will sustain you. Christian if you are truly a Christian you 
won’t be easily tricked. 
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