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Genesis 1:28–31And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face 
of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And 
to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that 
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green 
plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and 
behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  

Alignment – Mission Part 1, Genesis 1:28-31 

The Church in America is having a bit of an identity crisis. Mainline denominations are 
in rapid decline.1 While the population of Americans who do not identify with any 
religious group, the ‘nones’, is rapidly growing, making up 23% of our country.2 
Christians find themselves more and more difficult to describe, after a long period of 
being able to take our identity for granted. Even the word, evangelical, carries with it 
all sorts of ambiguous connotations.3 In this series we are seeking to bring the 
fundamentals of our faith back into alignment. So that the first things remain first. This 
series will be in three parts, just two weeks each. Two weeks on the Bible, two weeks 
on understanding ourselves, and two weeks on understanding our mission. 

This is our 5th week and third section in our series. We have covered the Bible as our 
foundation, how the bible describes ourselves, and now we are moving into how the 
Bible describes our mission. This is one of the most critical pieces of our series 
because it uncovers our questions of purpose. Why am I here? What is the purpose of 
my life? Am I a part of something greater than myself? We will cover these questions 
in 2 parts, this week we are going to look at the macro story of the Bible and next 
week we will look at the micro, how we personally fit into this grander story. 

In order to understand the purpose of our lives, in order to see that our lives have any 
real meaning, must see the greater story that we are in. Some people argue that we 
shouldn’t try and understand ourselves in terms of story but in terms of experiences. I 
think however this is foolish, because experiences don’t have intrinsic meaning but 
rather derive meaning from the story they are in. For example, I’m going to go on the 
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record saying the best SNL sketch of the past couple of years is the Halloween sketch 
featuring Tom Hanks as David S. Pumpkins. In it a couple are on a haunted elevator 
ride at an amusement park, one in which the doors open and reveal different “floors of 
fright.” The first couple of floors are typical haunted house characters, scary zombie 
bride, chainsaw killer, and then one floor opens and it’s just a man in suit with 
pumpkins printed on it and two dancers next to him, and he says, “I’m David 
Pumpkins!” The couple doesn’t know how to respond, it isn’t scary, it’s just frustrating 
because no one has ever heard of David Pumpkins and it’s not part of any Halloween 
story that we have. So the next time David pumpkins pops up and says “I’m David 
Pumpkins” The couple responds, “I know but like who are you?” He of course 
responds, “I’m David Pumpkins man!” “And David Pumpkins is?” “His own thing!” “And 
the skeletons are?” “Part of it!” 

The point is, what makes the fright on the ride is that we have scary stories to provide 
the characters a context. David Pumpkins, who has no context, provides no real 
experience. There is no experience, even in something as trivial as a haunted house 
ride, without story. So to try and isolate your experience from story is to remove the 
power of your experience.  

In light of this, in order to understand the mission we need to see the meaning, so we 
need to see the story. For the better part of the last century however we have lost our 
way of discussing the story of Christianity. Instead of presenting Christianity as the 
grand story that encompasses all of creation, we have reduced Christianity to a 
method of salvation, or a therapeutic tactic. We have switched the conversation from 
one of “is it true?” to “does it work?” Instead of describing the Bible as a foundation for 
truth, we have used terrible metaphors like, a “user manual for life.” One of my favorite 
writers is a man named Leslie Newbigin, he was a missionary in India for most of his 
life. A Hindu scholar of world religions is recorded as having said to Newbigin, 

I can’t understand why you missionaries present the Bible to us in India as a 
book of religion. It is not a book of religion – anyway we have plenty of books 
of religion in India. We don’t need anymore! I find in your Bible a unique 
interpretation of universal history, the history of the whole of creation and the 
history of the human race. And therefore a unique interpretation of the human 
person as a responsible actor in history. That is unique. There is nothing else in 
the whole religious literature of the world to put alongside it.4 

Today in order to understand our mission we need to understand the story. Beginning 
with an understanding of creation moving through the loss of what that creation was 
intended to be and then seeing the incredible story of creations rescue. Three parts, 
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and we’re going to be quick but there is no way to understand our purpose without 
understanding this story.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

1. The Beginning 
Genesis 1:28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 
living thing that moves on the earth.” 
  

We have developed a tendency in the west, to read our bibles with the ends 
chopped off. We don’t really consider the implications of the first two chapters, 
and we don’t really consider the implications of the last two chapters. Genesis 
1-2 are merely pits of controversy that we can ignore until we get to the Jesus 
parts, and Revelation 21-22 are in the book of Revelation, so they’re out. But 
what this means is, we don’t have a concept of where were coming from or 
where we’re going. Because we have left a vacuum in our doctrine of creation 
and our doctrine of heaven, other stories have filled these spaces. The views 
that have filled these spaces for us I’m going to call the “Petri-Dish” and “Plato.” 
 
First, “Petri-Dish” The first thing to see in this text is that when God created 
humanity, he placed us in the world and over the world, to make the world 
better. Work, contribution, value generation, these things are not incidental to 
creation they are essential. This means that without humans being put into the 
world, the world is missing a key ingredient for realizing its intended purpose. 
Because we have adopted a pagan view that work is bad and rest is of the 
gods, we don’t view humans as inherent value generators. We don’t view our 
labor as expressions of who we are, but as an obstacle to expressing who we 
are. And we don’t view the fruit of our work as contributing value to the world 
but as taking value out of the world. 
 
God places humanity as the crown of creation, so that by our dominion over 
creation we might draw out a glory and beauty that would otherwise go 
untapped. Creation is packed full of this unlimited potentiality and our being in 
the image of God the creator, was meant to express itself in our being his sub-
creators, being given a dominion that causes the world to realize its God-
glorifying potential by our expressing our creative abilities in it. This is literally 
commanded by God. Be fruitful, cover the earth, bend it towards your creative 
wills, use the fish, the birds, the animals, make your growth their growth. 
 
This is wildly counter to the modern understanding of humanity as a leach on 
creation. We tend to view creation as a petri-dish with finite resources that 
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humans are using up. The world would be better off if humans weren’t on it 
interrupting the natural beauty of the ecosystem. One of my favorite professors 
at CU taught a climate class, He described that this petri-dish view has been 
harmful in terms of environmental care, because it has neglected thinking of 
solutions to environmental degradation that incorporate humans rather than 
seeking to remove them. A recognition of this is why we have moved from 
language like “conservation” to language like “sustainability.”5 This isn’t all the 
way towards a biblical view of creation, which would likely sound more like, 
thrive-ability, or something like that, but it is no less a step in the right 
direction, away from the petri-dish view.  
 
The point is humans are set as the crowns of creation and commanded to rule 
over it in such a way that draws out greater and greater glory in nuance and 
detail that would demonstrate God’s beauty right back to him. As the sun rules 
over light, so you rule over creation. The sun rules over light by making it shine, 
and humans rule over creation by making it thrive. So build buildings, make 
music, write poetry, dance, make deals, write clear emails, raise children that 
do the same. These are not counter to the created order but right in line with it.  
 

Genesis 1:31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it 
was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 
day. 

 
The next idea to fill the vacuum of our weak doctrine of creation, is Plato, the 
Greek Philosopher. This is an attack on the idea that creation is good. You see 
Plato viewed the world as an inherent dualism between the physical earthly 
bad realm, and the non-physical spiritual good realm. The idea was to escape 
the illusion of physicality and embrace the truth of the uncorrupted intellect. 
Inherent in this, is the idea that creation itself is not good and to be enjoyed 
and preserved and explored but is illusory at best and negative at worst. This 
platonic view has infested Christianity, so that we view our greatest hope as 
escaping this terrible earthly plane to go and live finally in the heavenly plane 
without these physical bodies tying us down.  
 
These two views together infiltrate your life, and cause us to consider the 
normal expressions of our humanity - work, marriage, children, art, exploration,  
culture, business – as innately harmful to a world that would be better off 
without humans, or as ancillary distractions. The truth is these are essential 
components to our purpose of glorifying God as his creation and in his 
creation. Don’t you see? God made the world very good. Full of his glory that 
we ought to enjoy as we express our truest selves in demonstration of his 
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greatness and glory. Be fruitful, multiply, take dominion, make culture, this is 
glorifying God in your humanity. 

2. The Middle 
Romans 8:19–23 For the creation waits with eager longing for the 
revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to futility, 
not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the 
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  

Now that we’ve shown the importance of understanding the intention of 
creation, we need to ask why it isn’t like that? I’m going to move quickly 
through this part, because I think it is likely the aspect of your faith you are 
most familiar with, although because of a lack of beginning and ending 
trajectory, likely familiar with in a disjointed way.  

Immediately after the first two chapters in Genesis, in which the glories of 
creation are described, history takes its most terrible turn. Humanity rejects its 
position as the crown of creation under God, and instead seeks its own glory. 
Instead of expressing ourselves to the glory of God and our own joy and 
satisfaction in obedience, we reject God as God and treat ourselves as God. 
This disordering of the most fundamental relationship in creation disorders all 
other relationships. Our alienation from God becomes alienation from each 
other, as Adam and Eve now require clothing to hide their shame. Alienation 
from creation, as its rightful leader selfishly abdicates the throne. Now work 
feels like drudgery, art is hopeless, business feels like a zero sum game rather 
than contributions of value, and our bodies decay.  

The whole middle of the Bible we refer to as the story of Redemptive History. 
God instead of abandoning his rebellious creation, pursues her. First a 
promise to one man, who becomes a family, then a tribe, then a nation, and 
from that nation the promised Messiah, Jesus, who redeems all of creation, by 
redeeming a people for himself. Rescuing us from our sin and rebellion by 
bearing the just punishment from God’s wrath that we deserved, by dying in 
our place on the cross. 
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Paul in this verse connects Jesus working of our redemption, the paying for our 
sins, with the redemption of all of creation. The creation is waiting for us to be 
saved, that it might experience the freedom of our salvation. That not just 
humanity but all of creation might be put back in order. This is a redemption 
that is accomplished in Jesus’ death but then verified by his resurrection. 
Death will no longer destroy the world. Entropy no longer has the last word, 
but we are arcing towards a certain hope in the resurrection. So what is this 
future hope, what is the end we are looking forward to. 

3. The End 
Revelation 21:1-4 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. 
2And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is 
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God. 4He will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 

The end that we are moving towards is made known in the final chapters of the 
Bible, the last two that we tend to cut off. And we see that our final hope is not 
one of humanity leaving this broken disordered physical plain to ascend to be 
with God for eternity, but rather the full realization of Christ’s victory over sin 
and death, and God himself coming to earth to dwell with his people. Our 
hope is that the earth will not be thrown away but renewed under a covenant 
of grace. The good news is we are certain this will happen by Christ’s spirit 
working through the church, to activate people towards their mission of 
redeeming all aspects of the creation.  

In this verse the bride is the church, coming down from heaven. This is God by 
his spirit activating us today, to - by his power - redeem the areas in our lives 
that cause tears and death and mourning and crying and pain. And to bring 
them back in line with his creative intention. Theologian Albert Walters says 
this,  
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What was formed in creation has been historically deformed by sin and 
must be reformed in Christ.6  

God uses his people in this reformative process. The goal is not to abandon a 
broken creation or be raptured away from pain and suffering, but to be 
brought into God’s working of redemption for all of creation, which he 
guaranteed in Christ, by purchasing a people for himself that by his spirit might 
bring his Kingdom into all of creation. As it was intended to be at creation, so it 
will be once again, only richer and fuller with greater evidence of his grace and 
never to be corrupted again. This is the grand story of redemptive history that 
we are, by God’s grace alone, swept up in.  

Now that you know the story is God’s creation being regained, you are better 
equipped to find your place in it. Finding your place in that story is to discover 
your purpose. Next week we are looking at what exactly your mission is, and 
how does it fit into God’s mission to redeem his creation. So that sin and death 
will not have the final word, but God will as our redeemer.  
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