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Mark 15:33–39 And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour. 34And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
35And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling Elijah.” 36And 
someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to 
drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37And Jesus 
uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in 
two, from top to bottom. 39And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”  

Crucifixion – Good Friday, Mark 15:33-39 
 
At the center of the Bible is this piece of evidence that if true requires the complete 
overhaul of our presuppositions. Something so dramatic, the only equivalent event 
would be the creation itself. That is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Not an 
argument, but a person. In the lead up to Easter, we are following the account of the 
crucifixion with our goal being to gaze at this most essential aspect of our faith, the 
only sufficient argument for Christianity, Jesus himself. We will follow him through the 
arrest and trial leading up to his crucifixion, and today we witness his death on the 
cross. 
 
Like the other gospel writers, Mark’s gospel provides a vastly disproportionate 
amount of space to Jesus’s final 24 hours. Time stretches and expands, especially in 
Mark, a Gospel in which nearly every transition is handled with the term, immediately. 
This verb heavy, action oriented recounting of Jesus’s life, stretches out to 
encapsulate his final moments, all moving towards this inevitable climax of Jesus’s last 
breath on the cross. The expectation would then be that Mark would provide the 
space for this climactic ending to settle in, as the most triumphant fact in his Gospel. In 
his writing, he has certainly earned that moment. Yet that isn’t the way it is handled. 
Jesus uttering a loud cry and breathing his last, does not punctuate the scene of his 
death, instead the phrase sets off a reaction of two other events.  

Mark 15:37-39 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39And when the 
centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he 
said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” 

 
These sentences begin with the word ‘and’ which links their ideas so that when we see 
Jesus’s death we don’t stop, but we move briskly into these two new details. This 
evening we are going to look at these three consecutive events, Jesus’s Death, the 
curtain being torn, and the centurion’s confession. 
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1. Jesus’s Death 
Mark 15:37-39 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 
 

Jesus’s death is marked by a loud cry and a final breath. The loud cry, similar to 
his cry earlier in the passage of “My God, my God why have you forsaken me?” 
serves to remove all doubt of some sort of painless final moment, or peaceful 
transition to death. Make no mistake, Jesus dies in the midst of incredible 
suffering. This is extremely clear in the text and importantly so, because the 
suffering son of God has no place in either the Greek or Jewish backgrounds 
of the onlookers. A good Greek stoic would be embarrassed by the final cry of 
Jesus, and even the most hopeful Jewish onlooker had no real category for the 
suffering Son of God. Moments before he breaths his last, Mark records this 
instance, 
 

Mark 15:36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it 
on a reed and gave it to him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether 
Elijah will come to take him down.” 

 
We see crowd looking up at Jesus, expecting the confirmation of his identity as 
the Son of God to be revealed in his avoiding of the suffering. We’ll know he is 
who he says, if Elijah, who never died but was taken up into heaven, comes 
down and rescues Jesus from the cross. Instead the hopes of the crowd are 
dashed as Jesus dies in front of them, with no hint of comfort only a cry of pain, 
to remove all doubt. The death entailed incredible suffering, because of the 
type of death that Jesus was dying. In the next two verses we see the depths 
what was happening on the cross revealed. 

2. The Curtain is Torn 
Mark 15:37-38 And Jesus uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38And 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 

 
This jump is strange at first but it reveals that the suffering of Jesus on the cross 
and finally his death have accomplished something incredible. The curtain 
being referred to is the curtain that protects the innermost part of the temple, a 
place called the Holy of Holies. The Holy of Holies is a 30 foot cube, veiled by 
this curtain behind which dwelt the very presence of God. It was inaccessible to 
everyone, except the High Priest who would then only enter the Holy of Holies 
once per year, on the day of atonement. On that day the high priest would go 
behind the curtain twice. The first time to sprinkle the blood of a Bull, to make 
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atonement for his own sins, and the second time to sprinkle the blood of a 
Goat to make an offering for the sins of the people of Israel.  
 
The curtain represented God’s inherent separation from humanity because of 
our sin. His presence is never entered without the requisite death, because 
death is the very just demand of our sinful state. The blood of bulls and goats 
however, were only symbols of the true sacrifice that was to be accomplished 
in Jesus, the sacrifice that was finished once he drew his final breath. That is 
why the writer of Hebrews can write, 
 

Hebrews 9:12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means 
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus 
securing an eternal redemption. 

 
Jesus is the one true sacrifice that fulfills the demands of the law, so that the sin 
which separates us from God can be atoned, and the curtain that represents 
that separation is torn. Jesus provides the sacrifice once for all time. In the 
tearing in two of the curtain, we see why it is that Jesus’s death contained such 
tremendous agony. He was not merely passing away, but receiving the 
punishment due to sinners. Billions of hells, compressed into moments on the 
cross. As Paul writes,   
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 
The curtain being torn, means that his bearing of our punishment was 
successful, and in Christ, never again would we require anything other than the 
blood of Christ to enter the presence of God. It is the one true sacrifice, the 
curtain is torn.  

3. The Centurion 
Mark 15:39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in 
this way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of 
God!” 

 
The final event that takes place in the immediate moments of Jesus’s death, is 
the confession of the centurion. This very soldier participating in the execution 
of Jesus, likely a participant in the execution of many others, witnesses Jesus’s 
death and concludes that he must be the Son of God. This is the most 
important designation for Jesus in Mark’s gospel, and here is the only time in 
which a human confesses the true identity of Jesus. A roman soldier would 
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have witnessed suffering unto death upon a cross as the most certain evidence 
that a person had been abandoned by God. And yet there was something in 
the very way that Jesus had suffered and died, that caused the Centurion to 
draw precisely the opposite conclusion. It is a confession of faith.  
 
What we see in the confession of this Roman soldier is an immediate effect of 
the death of Jesus, and temple curtain being torn in two. No longer is there a 
separation between the gentile and the Jew, both have access to God through 
Jesus’s dying on the cross. 
 
These three events, the death, the tearing of the curtain, and the confession of 
Jesus as the son of God, have a perfect mirror in the very beginning of Jesus’s 
ministry in chapter 1 of Mark. 
 

Mark 1:9–11  In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 And when he came up out of the 
water, immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”  

 
We see Jesus baptized instead of dying, then we see the heavens torn just as 
the curtain is torn, and we hear the voice of God declaring Jesus as the Son of 
God. Mark makes sure that we see that Jesus’s death perfectly mirrors his 
baptism. The reason is so that we might see and understand, that Jesus’s death 
was not the end of his ministry, but the beginning. It is by his death, that his 
ministry is accomplished, that sinners might be brought to God. His death 
offers a hope for a beginning for us as well. As we look and see that our sin has 
been atoned for, if only we would make the very confession that the centurion 
makes. Surely Jesus is the Son of God, surely he is the only hope for a sinner 
like me.  
 

 

  


