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Matthew 13:1–9 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2 And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And 
the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, 
and the birds came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 
did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of 
soil, 6 but when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, some thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”  

Your Kingdom Come – The Sower, Matthew 13:1-9 

As central as the Kingdom was to Jesus’s ministry, it is quite strange how many of us 
can describe the gospel of Jesus without once mentioning his most central theme. 
Because of a lack of understanding of the Kingdom we don’t understand what our 
purpose is as a church. When we don’t see what we’re looking forward too, what we’re 
seeking first, then we can’t see how we ought to arrive there. The Kingdom is deeply 
mysterious, it is both a present reality and a future expectation, and as we will see it 
can be compared to a lot of different things. As we explore Jesus’s teachings on the 
Kingdom, we will see this incredible purpose of Jesus working through his church to 
see his Kingdom come, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Last week we discussed the critical part of Jesus’s story that is often neglected. While 
we are familiar with the importance of his life, death, and resurrection, we often miss 
out on the part of that story that sends all that he accomplished into the world, his 
ascension. When Jesus ascended into heaven, all authority in Heaven and on Earth 
was given to him so that he might reign. As followers of Christ we are therefore called 
to bear witness to our King Jesus, and seek his Kingdom in the world. As we saw in the 
nature of Jesus’s ascension, his Kingdom is not like a typical earthly Kingdom, it will 
not come by violent revolution, it is also not an immediate overthrow, and it can often 
be difficult to spot.  

Throughout the remainder of our series we are looking at how Jesus described his 
Kingdom, that we might see precisely what we are bearing witness to. Jesus describes 
his Kingdom in parables, short practical stories that convey a deeper meaning. 
Matthew 13 is likely a recording of many discourses and parables that Jesus 
commonly taught, Matthew therefore begins his recording of Jesus’s parables with an 
incident in which he teaches the disciples about parables. He gives the reader the 
opportunity to stand with the disciples and get the inside look at parables from Jesus 
himself. In this case Jesus interacts with two audiences, the crowd and the disciples, 
each revealing different aspects of the parable.  
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1. Purpose of Parables 
Matthew 13:10 Then the disciples came and said to him, “Why do you 
speak to them in parables?”  

 
In Jesus’s first presentation of the parable to the gathered crowd listening to 
him preach on a boat, he really doesn’t say much. No interpretive context is 
provided, it is simply a story of a sower throwing seed and the seed landing on 
four different types of soil. One is snatched away on the path, the second 
sprouts quickly and dies, the third is choked out by weeds, and the fourth falls 
on good soil and multiplies. Then Jesus says that coy phrase, “he who has ears, 
let him hear” (Mt 13:9).  
 
After hearing the parable expounded in so many ways, it is easy to listen 
straight to the metaphor. We barely even hear seed, we just hear word of God, 
we barely even notice soil, we just hear, condition of our hearts. In light of our 
familiarity with the story it can be difficult to empathize with a lack of 
understanding of the parable, or even to miss why it is that Jesus is speaking to 
them in parables. Immediately following Jesus’s saying of the parable the 
disciples ask Jesus why he speaks to the crowd in parables. Many of us, due to 
our familiarity with the parables proper interpretation, likely already have an 
answer queued up. We would say something like, Parables are earthly stories 
that express a heavenly truth, and they are designed to make tangible 
something that is intangible. They are like master sermon illustrations that 
make the point clear and sticky. Jesus’s answer to the disciples question 
however, is almost precisely the opposite. 
 

Matthew 13:11–13 And he answered them, “To you it has been given to 
know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 
given. 12 For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an 
abundance, but from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away. 13This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing 
they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.  

 
Jesus is speaking in parables, not to reveal but to conceal. The parable is a 
means of delivering the message only to those whom it has been given to 
know, and to the others the parable serves as a means of concealing. The 
parable itself then becomes a sort of litmus test, diagnosing whether or not 
someone has “been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven.” In 
this very explanation Jesus is already offering an interpretation of the parable 
of the sower and the soils that he just relayed. The seed itself carries with it the 
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purpose of revealing the soil on which it is sown. The parable does the same 
with the human heart. 
 
Jesus continues with this sentence that just doesn’t sound like something we 
think of Jesus as saying, that to the one who has more will be given and to the 
one who has not even what he has will be taken away. This from the “first shall 
be last” guy? But if you look at his flow of thought you realize he is not 
speaking of a general having, as though in his kingdom the rich will get richer 
and the poor will be completely destitute, but he is talking about the particular 
having of “the secrets of the kingdom of heaven.”  
 
Jesus is basically saying, if you have the secrets of the kingdom of heaven then 
you have everything you could possibly need, and those things will never go 
away and they will grow in abundance. While if you don’t have the secrets of 
the kingdom of heaven, then these things which you think you have, power, 
security, money, identity, they will vanish.  
 
Jesus finally states explicitly why it is that he speaks in parables, and it is 
because in seeing they don’t see, and hearing they don’t hear, and they don’t 
understand. So then your question likely is, wait Jesus is speaking in parables 
so that the crowd won’t understand what the kingdom of heaven is? Surely he 
wouldn’t do that! The word of God is perfectly effective at accomplishing 
God’s purposes. That is to save those whom he intends to save and to punish 
those whom he intends to punish. There is no outsmarting the mind of the 
Lord, and in our response to his parables as well as our response to the rest of 
his word we reveal whether or not the secrets of the Kingdom of heaven have 
been given to us to know. Not a single aspect of our salvation into his kingdom 
is out of his control, Jesus conveys this in both his message and medium.  
 
As Jesus continues his explanation for using parables he describes the two 
responses of the crowd and of his disciples. 

2. Response to Parables 
Matthew 13:14–15 Indeed, in their case the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled 
that says: ’“You will indeed hear but never understand, and you will 
indeed see but never perceive.” 15For this people’s heart has grown dull, 
and with their ears they can barely hear, and their eyes they have closed, 
lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their ears and 
understand with their heart and turn, and I would heal them.’  
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Jesus describes the response of the crowd as fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah 
that, they will hear and not understand, because if they understood they would 
turn and be healed by God. What is it to hear, but not truly hear, or to see and 
not truly see? These phrases are communicating something really profound 
about the way in which we miss God. It is not that we see nothing. If nature 
abhors a vacuum then the human mind is the ultimate example of that, we 
don’t simply eliminate God from the picture and comfortably leave that space 
blank. Instead we fill that inevitable void with all sorts of other stories or grief.  
 
In one sense we are always making our own kingdoms, with our own kings  
who promise protection and meaning if we only obey them. We see everything 
in relation to that kingdom. This may be something as tangible as a career, if I 
finally get a C level position in the company I will be safe and life will be 
meaningful. It can be something as intangible as an aesthetic. I think many 
people arrive in Colorado in hopes of providing there life with a particular 
color palette and feel to match the Patagonia Instagram feed, and when that is 
achieved life will be meaningful and safe from boredom. Or perhaps it’s just 
getting out of your current company, or into a new one, or finally getting 
married.  
 
The possibilities are nearly endless, but in these kingdoms we are describing 
an ideal that we will work for to gain meaning and safety. When we have 
chosen these ideals we then look through them at the world, and they color 
what is good and what is bad in our lives. Sure your job is more challenging 
then you thought it would be, but instead of it also being more rewarding 
because of that, it’s just bad because it interrupts your Patagonia aesthetic. So 
you see the challenge of your job, this good thing, and yet because the ideal 
you measure against is outdoor adventure, you see the challenge of your job 
as just, in the way. You see but you don’t see. 
 
When Jesus is announcing his Kingdom, precisely this same principle takes 
place, and we hear Jesus saying, “I am the true king, I am the ultimate ideal, I 
am the one who is glorified in my Kingdom, and the good news is I am the king 
who sacrifices for you.” We instead filter Jesus as king through the lens of our 
own ideal kingdoms and instead of seeing the most glorious thing, which is 
being in the presence of God, the source of all beauty and hope and joy, we 
just see our kingdom being interrupted. The reality is, our Kingdoms even if we 
get them, ultimately amount to nothing, and his kingdom grows in abundance 
forever. If we understood that with our hearts we would turn and be saved. 
 
Next Jesus describes the response of the disciples. He says,  
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Matthew 13:16–17  But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your 
ears, for they hear. 17For truly, I say to you, many prophets and righteous 
people longed to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what 
you hear, and did not hear it.  

 
This is the difference between those to whom it has been given to know the 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven, and those to whom it has not. The eyes of 
the disciples are able to see and understand the true meaning of the parable, 
which means they are able to peer through into the truth of the kingdom of 
heaven. It means they are able to see, although in a limited way, Jesus as the 
ideal king that transcends any other kingdom they could possibly serve. 
 
Jesus clarifies that the reason they are able to see this secret when others have 
not isn’t because of their status (they are not prophets), or because of their 
righteousness (many others have been righteous), or because of their desire 
(as others have longed to see it). It is only by Jesus’s grace alone that this truth 
of the Kingdom has been revealed to them. They can look down on no one 
and only stand with incredible gratitude toward the one who has revealed the 
Kingdom. 
 
The parables themselves are a litmus test, testing our hearts to see whether or 
not we truly understand what it means that Jesus is King. If we understand we 
will turn to Jesus to rescue us, and if we don’t understand we’ll continue living 
in our own kingdoms. Now that Jesus has explained the function of his 
parables to the disciples he turns back towards the parable that prompted 
their question, that of the sower. He explains how this parable is about how to 
know if we have seen and understood his Kingdom. Which we will quickly work 
through soil by soil. 

3. Understanding the Kingdom 
Matthew 13:18–23 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone 
hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what 
was sown along the path.  

 
The first soil is the one which is sown along the path, is perhaps most easily 
recognizable as seeing and not really seeing. The word of the Kingdom is 
delivered and yet is immediately plucked away by the evil one. The word of the 
Kingdom is so foreign to this persons heart that there is not even an ability to 
entertain its prospects or test it to know. It is just outright rejected and 
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snatched away. This is the person who is so certain of the offerings of their own 
kingdom that anything that doesn’t fit that perspective just bounces off.  

   
Matthew 13:20-21 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one 
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no 
root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away.  

 
This is the person whose own personal values happen to overlap with the 
values of Jesus’s kingdom, yet this overlap is short lived when the reality of 
having Jesus as King sets in. A person may become overwhelmed with joy that 
their sins are forgiven, or that Jesus advocates for the poor, but when Jesus 
calls them to pick up their cross and follow him, and all of a sudden following 
Jesus means missing a promotion, or staying in a marriage that has seemingly 
died, or identifying with Jesus means being misunderstood as a bigot, then the 
overlap of values is no longer there and the true king of your heart shows its 
place once again. 

 
Matthew 13:22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.  

 
This is perhaps the most frightening. It is not a rapid drop off from tribulation 
as was the last one, but is instead a stead encroachment of a different set of 
values, that seem to promise the very same things as Jesus’s Kingdom. It is the 
cares of the world, which can look like a pursuit of power and influence 
because you know once you have those things you will be able to accomplish 
so much good. Or it is the deceitfulness of riches, because once you have 
them you will finally be able to be secure and offer security to those you love. 
That word deceitfulness is so frightening because it implies what is always true 
about riches, in that we are never seeking them for themselves, but for what 
they can get us. Be it security, or pleasure, or a sense of meaning. Yet as Jesus 
says here that is only deception, and it is so frightening because you never 
know when you are being deceived. 

 
Matthew 13:23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”  

The only seed that bears fruit, is the one who falls on the good soil. And the 
good soil is the person who hears and understands. It is a true understanding 
of what the Kingdom is, the height of value that Jesus offers, the depth of cost 
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that he paid, the amount of sacrifice he calls us to share in, and the certainty 
that it is absolutely worth it to share in his Kingdom. How do you know if you 
understand the parable? Are you bearing fruit? Paul writes in Colossians 
chapter 1 

Colossians 1:5–6 Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, 
the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is 
bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day 
you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth,  

I think that many of us are not bearing fruit, because we are not floored by this 
word of the Kingdom. That it is the King who truly saves. That he has chosen 
his people from eternity past, and when we are convinced of his kingdom it is 
only by his grace that we are able to enter it. We stand on now merit of our 
own whatsoever, but have been completely liberated by his sacrifice. As Paul 
writes here, if you understand the grace of God in its full truth, that it is 
something he applies and ignites in our hearts that we might see it and 
respond accurately to it. Then the word of the truth will bear fruit and increase 
all around us. 

 

  

  

 

 


