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Mark 14:43-65 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the 
twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders. 44Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I 
will kiss is the man. Seize him and lead him away under guard.” 45And when he came, 
he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him. 46And they laid hands 
on him and seized him. 47But one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck the 
servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. 48And Jesus said to them, “Have you come 
out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49Day after day I was 
with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But let the Scriptures be 
fulfilled.” 50And they all left him and fled.  
 
51And a young man followed him, with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And 
they seized him, 52but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked. 

53And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and the 
scribes came together. 54And Peter had followed him at a distance, right into the 
courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at 
the fire. 55Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking testimony against 
Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. 56For many bore false witness against 
him, but their testimony did not agree. 57And some stood up and bore false witness 
against him, saying, 58“We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is made with 
hands, and in three days I will build another, not made with hands.’” 59Yet even about 
this their testimony did not agree. 60And the high priest stood up in the midst and 
asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against 
you?” 61But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the high priest asked him, 
“Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 62And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see 
the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of 
heaven.” 63And the high priest tore his garments and said, “What further witnesses do 
we need? 64You have heard his blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all 
condemned him as deserving death. 65And some began to spit on him and to cover his 
face and to strike him, saying to him, “Prophesy!” And the guards received him with 
blows.  

Crucifixion – Arrest & Council, Mark 14:43-65 
 
At the center of the Bible is this piece of evidence that if true requires the complete 
overhaul of our presuppositions. Something so dramatic, the only equivalent event 
would be the creation itself. That is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Not an 
argument, but a person. In the lead up to Easter, we are following the account of the 
crucifixion with our goal being to gaze at this most essential aspect of our faith, the 
only sufficient argument for Christianity, Jesus himself. We will follow him through the 
arrest and trial leading up to his crucifixion, seeing his death on good Friday and his 
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resurrection on Easter. All the presuppositions of Christianity hinge on the fact of the 
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, it is our only hope.  
 
Last week we looked at Jesus’s unthinkable agony in the garden of Gethsemane as he 
toiled in prayer over the necessity of his going to the cross. This week we see that 
deliberation become an actuality as Jesus is arrested and tried. These scenes have 
incredible depth as they invert our typical assumptions about power, and show how at 
every opportunity to avoid the cross, Jesus presses forward becoming more and more 
alone the whole way. Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, in his book The Gulag Archipelago, talks 
at length about being one of the millions of innocent citizens arrested in the Soviet 
Union and then placed into one of their, Gulags or work camps. He describes the 
Police showing up at your home, or work, or vacation, you are grabbed, and thrown 
behind a well disguised door that slams behind you. 
 

“That’s all there is to it! You are arrested! And you’ll find nothing better to 
respond with than a lamblike bleat: “Me? What for?” That’s what arrest is: It’s a 
blinding flash and a blow which shifts the present instantly into the past and the 
impossible into omnipotent actuality.” 

 
From Jesus we see something completely different, he is a lamb lead to a slaughter, 
but he is not shocked or thrown off. He is given a blow which shifts the power 
completely into the hands of his captors and yet, it is he that remains omnipotent 
throughout. In Jesus’s arrest and trial, we see that his decision has been made to 
embrace a suffering and endure an arrest that is unlike any other. It begins with a 
betrayal.  

1. Arrest 
Mark 14:43-45 And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas 
came, one of the twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the scribes and the elders. 44Now the betrayer 
had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him 
and lead him away under guard.” 45And when he came, he went up to 
him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed him.   

 
Mark in recording this event makes an effort to demonstrate that Jesus was not 
merely arrested, he is first of all betrayed. He is not caught in an act, he is 
framed. The one who betrays Jesus is in fact close to him, one of the very 
twelve that Jesus prayed all night to select. It is night time, and the crowd 
would not otherwise be able to find Jesus or pick him out of his group of 
followers, so Judas must identify Jesus in some way. The sign that was 
previously agreed upon is one that could only be performed by a close friend 
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and seems specifically chosen to make a mockery of Jesus. Every signal means 
its opposite. It is a lavish kiss, but it signals hate. Judas calls him “Rabbi,” or “my 
great one” but it is a means not of identifying with Jesus, but with the hateful 
crowd.  
 
The group that Judas is with is sent from another group, which is comprised of 
the chief priests, scribes and the elders. This group comprises the Sanhedrin, a 
Jewish governing body that worked as a sort of intermediary between the 
occupied Jewish state and the occupying Roman government. The Sanhedrin 
tried the cases pertaining to the religious law of the Jewish people, and it is 
this group that sent the crowd to arrest Jesus, with the guidance of Judas. 
Immediately after Judas’s kiss, Jesus is seized by the crowd. 
 

Mark 14:46-50 And they laid hands on him and seized him. 47But one of 
those who stood by drew his sword and struck the servant of the high 
priest and cut off his ear. 48And Jesus said to them, “Have you come out 
as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 49Day after 
day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But 
let the Scriptures be fulfilled.” 50And they all left him and fled. 

 
Immediately following the arrest of Jesus we see two outbursts of the most 
common human reaction to this type of threat; fight or flight. Jesus however is 
sandwiched in the middle, acting in a way that is very different from either of 
those. Jesus is seized and then the fight impulse kicks in among his followers 
and someone grabs their sword and strikes the ear of the servant of the high 
priest. It’s a fight response that in Luke Jesus outright rebukes, saying “no more 
of this!” and actually heals the struck man’s ear.  
 
This fight response fits in with the typical expectation of the Messiah. It is likely 
that even among some of Jesus’s closest followers there was still an 
expectation of him coming as a revolutionary to overthrow the rule of the 
Roman government and those like the Sanhedrin who were willing to 
compromise. Yet Jesus is not the Messiah that they had expected, and he is 
not going to overthrow a rule as petty as Rome, but as deep as the very sin in 
our hearts. Therefore Jesus doesn’t fight, and he doesn’t even resist his arrest. 
Instead he simply says what is there.  
 
He says that they have come out after him as though he was a robber and yet 
he has been in their presence day after day teaching them in the temple and 
yet they never seized him then. The implicit question is, “why are you seizing 
me now for things that, if wrong, you should have seized me for then?” Jesus 
points out that this action is obviously not motivated in the way that the leaders 
claim. In doing so however, Jesus doesn’t call for them to stop the arrest, 
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instead he says that they are acting in such a way so that the scriptures might 
be fulfilled. In saying what is there, by just stating what the crowd is doing, 
Jesus is showing that this power they now feel they have over him, is never in 
any way outside of his control or his plan. He calls their arrest fraudulent, but 
he moves forward with it, because they are in a larger story that he sees. They 
don’t know the role they are playing, but he knows the role he is playing. He 
sees their enacting the fulfillment of the prophecy in Isaiah regarding the 
suffering servant. 
 

Isaiah 53:12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to 
death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of 
many, and makes intercession for the transgressors.  

 
Jesus knows that he is the one who will share his spoils, but that is only 
because he must pour out his soul to death, and on the way be numbered with 
the transgressors, as he is arrested like a robber in the middle of the night. 
Jesus knows precisely what he is heading towards.  
 
When Jesus doesn’t resist, but merely states what is happening, the response 
of those who are with him is to flee. The scene of Jesus’s arrest is punctuated 
by this final statement that “They all left him and fled.” Fight or flight are the 
only responses, but instead Jesus goes forward, already committed to bearing 
the sin of many. 

2. Jesus’s Trial 
Mark 14:53-56 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief 
priests and the elders and the scribes came together. 54And Peter had 
followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high priest. 
And he was sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire. 
55Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking testimony 
against Jesus to put him to death, but they found none. 56For many bore 
false witness against him, but their testimony did not agree. 

 
Where Jesus goes is now chosen for him, and he is lead to the Sanhedrin 
assembled together. Mark traces the position of Peter, the one who had 
promised to never leave Jesus. He was among the number that fled, when 
Jesus’s strategy finally made itself clear. Now instead of a participant in Jesus’s 
mission, Peter is a silent observer, on the outside blending into the group that 
is trying to convict Jesus. With Peter now in the background, The trial has a 
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mission but even among themselves they are not able to bring a legitimate 
conviction against Jesus. J.R. Edwards notes, 
 

Nearly every detail of Jesus’ trial violates the rules for capital cases 
prescribed in the Mishnah… The Sanhedrin short-circuited procedures 
and contravened the law, egregiously at points, in order to expedite 
Jesus’ execution.1 

 
The Sanhedrin requires an agreement of the testimonies between the 
witnesses against Jesus, but even amid their lies they are not able to bring an 
agreement against him. The trial is falling apart as a reasonable conviction 
seems to be slipping further and further away as Jesus needs to only remain 
silent as the true motive of the council exposes itself. Amidst the confusion and 
deterioration and slew of disagreeing accusations against Jesus, the High 
Priest tries to take things into his own hands and provoke some incriminating 
response from Jesus.  

 
Mark 14:60-62 And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked 
Jesus, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify 
against you?” 61But he remained silent and made no answer. Again the 
high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 
62And Jesus said, “I am, and you will see the Son of Man seated at the 
right hand of Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 

 
Jesus understands that he need not respond to the contradictory testimony of 
his accusers, to do so would only be to validate a charade. So when the high 
priest requests a response he remains silent. It is only when addressed directly 
with a true question as to Jesus’s identity, that Jesus provides the precise 
answer that would ensure his conviction. It is a moment where we see that the 
backdoor to avoid the crucifixion is almost ever present throughout Jesus’s 
trial, and yet he never choses to use it. The court is deconstructing itself and 
Jesus need only remain silent for the council to be truly undone. Yet with his 
answer to the high priests question, he adheres to the truth and seals his fate.  
 
Throughout Jesus’s ministry, he has silenced those that state his identity as the 
Christ.2 He has kept his messiahship a secret, because he knew that his fulfilling 
the role of the Messiah did not mean being made an earthly king, but meant 
becoming the one who suffers. Therefore his time before the high priest, when 
the truth of the court had finally exposed itself provides the greatest 

                                                
1 Edwards, J. R. (2002). The Gospel according to Mark (p. 443). Grand Rapids, MI; Leicester, England: 
Eerdmans; Apollos. 
2 Mark 8:29-30, 9:9, Matt 16:20, Luke 9:21,   
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opportunity for Jesus to reveal his true identity in a way that will ensure he is 
able to fulfill the requirements of his office, that he must suffer. The high priest 
tears his garments and Jesus is convicted and begins to be spit on, cursed, and 
beaten. In Jesus’s trial we see that Jesus takes control of his fate by adhering to 
the truth. He pushes towards his own suffering so that we might be saved. 
 
After Jesus’s trial Mark then immediately returns to the character that he left 
waiting in the wings silently observing Jesus’s trial.  

3. Peter’s Trial 
Mark 14:66–72 And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the 
servant girls of the high priest came, 67and seeing Peter warming 
himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, 
Jesus.” 68But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what 
you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. 
69And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, 
“This man is one of them.” 70But again he denied it. And after a little 
while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, 
for you are a Galilean.” 71But he began to invoke a curse on himself and 
to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72And 
immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered 
how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you will 
deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept.  

 
This informal trial held just after Jesus’s conviction shows just how simply Jesus 
could have avoided the cross. It was just a lie away, a denial away. Peter faces 
this similar trial and instead of adhering to the truth, he flees into the darkness 
of his own lies, he denies his friend whom he said he would go to death with, 
and he denies his own identity in the process. This is a foil through which we 
are meant to see ourselves in the same situation and through which we can see 
the difference between Jesus and everyone else. In a world so deeply 
corrupted by lies, motivated not by truth but by power and politics the truth is 
always painful to align yourself with. All Jesus ultimately had to do was say who 
he was, and this brings about his crucifixion.  
 
This week I read an article about fictional detectives throughout history, from 
Dorothy Sayers’s Lord Peter Whimsey to Sherlock Holmes, to Dr. House, all of 
our great detectives have one thing in common, the article argues, and that is 
that they are deeply sad. Kathryn VanArendonk writes,  
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The defining characteristic is to be seeking the truth, and it doesn’t 
especially matter if the seeker is a homicide cop or a psychic or a lawyer 
or private eye. What matters is that they are dogged individuals who 
can’t help but notice that the evidence just doesn’t add up. They’d like to 
just ignore this case,… But they can’t ignore it, because they’re 
detectives, and it’s just not right. And by the way, they are deeply sad.3 

 
Detectives are these symbols that the truth might be uncovered in the world, 
that justice might be served and we might have a hope of seeing things as they 
are. They are written as characters that bear this torment of a truthless world in 
their very personalities. But the Bible takes us deeper as we are shown the true 
fearfulness we have of the truth being exposed. As we look at Peter’s denial, 
we are reminded that pressing into the truth of who Jesus is always 
simultaneously exposes the truth of who we are. His steadfastness shows how 
we have pursued safety over truth, power instead of reality. We hide in lies 
because when the truth exposes us it is evident that we are not the victims but 
the perpetrators.  
 
Mark writes his gospel, sandwiching Jesus’s trial between two betrayals, 
because he wants us to see just how utterly different Jesus is. He is being 
treated like a criminal because he is adhering to the truth. It is only in knowing 
that he has taken the punishment for who you truly are that you will be able to 
quit hiding behind your lies and confess the truth of who you are knowing that 
the only punishment that truly matters has been paid. 

 
 
  

 

  

                                                
3 Kathryn VanArendonk “Why are TV detectives always so sad?” http://www.vulture.com/2018/03/tv-
detectives-why-are-they-always-so-sad.html 


